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Washington — House leaders have 
begun to try to patch things up be- 
tween the chairman of the House Se- 
lect Committee on Assassinations and 
the committee's chief counsel, who 
have been locked in a power struggle 
for two weeks. 

There was no clear indication yes- 
terday how much progress was being 
made, but House Majority Leader 
James Wright (D-Tex) did succeed in 
opening a line of communication be- 
tween the two men. 

Assassinations Committee Chair- 
man Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex) fired 
chief counsel Richard A; Sprague, of 
Philadelphia, two weeks ago. Gonza- 
lez said Sprague had usurped power 
and defied openly him. Sprague re- 
mained on the job on orders from the 
other II committee members. 

Since the attempted firing, Gonzalez 
and Spragug haven’t spoken to each 
other. 

Wright had lunch yesterday with 
Sprague and Gonzalez’s man gh the 
Assassinations Committee staff, Ken- 
neth Brooten, in an effort to reopen 
communications, 

Gonzalez himself has been sick with 
the flu all week and is at home in 
Amarillo, Tex. His office wouldn’t say 
whether Gonzalez authorized Brooten 
to attend the lunch meeting with 
Wright or whether Gonzalez has soft- 
ened on the firing of. Sprague. 

A Capitol Hill source said Wright 
was generally pleased with his talks 
with Sprague and Brooten. 

“It was a gentlemanly meeting and 
at least a dialog has begun,” the 
source said. "It was a very enlight- 
ened, frank discussion and progress 
was made.” 

The nature of the progess was not 
clear, but the source said it was an 
improvement over Gonzale’s charac- 
terization last week of Sprague as a 
“rattlesnake.” 

The next step, the source said, will 
be for Wright to try to set up another 
meeting. 

House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill 
(D-Mass) has made it known to mem- 
bers of the Assassinations Committee 



that he doesnt want the Sprague-Gon- 
zales dispute to spill onto the House 
floor. O’Neill wants the matter settled 
by the committee itself and he has as- 
signed Wright to nudge all parties to- 
ward that end. 

Wright wants to avoid a situation 
where the committee must choose be- 
tween Sprague and Gonzalez. He is 
trying to arrange for both men to re- 
tain their positions. 

The Assassinations Committee was 
established last fall to investigate the 
killings of President John F. Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. it is 
operating on a temporary budget 
which covers only 65 percent of the 
salaries of its 73 staff members. Its 
funds run out on March 31, 

The House must decide whether to ! 
give the committee ,a full operating 
budget, or it could choose to fund it for 
short periods at a time. 



